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SINCE you are so desirous to know why my Lord has made it his choice to quit the Secretary's office, and to retire from business at so delicate a crisis as this, I shall make no difficulty to comply with your request. But then how great will be your surprise, when I set out with a declaration, that the same event which gives you so much pain, gives me as much pleasure ? And that however warmly and sincerely both you and I have wished to see him in a station as eminent as his abilities, I have since as sincerely and warmly wished, that he had never suffered himself to be ensnared into such a station, without a sufficiency of power or favour to render those abilities useful to his King and country.
And that neither of these fell to his share, I shall render manifest by a chain of undeniable facts; as also, that, as long as he continued to act under those, who, with equal absurdity and disingenuity, at once made it their business to decry and support the measures of the Cabinet, instead of gracing his office he was disgraced by it; and that, consequently, the only method he could take to retrieve his character was to turn his back on such company.
Though you are no stranger to my Lord's sentiments concerning the ruinous war which is still raging on the Continent, it is necessary, for method's sake, that I should put you in mind of his conduct in Parliament relating to it, in the years 1743 and 1744, when he, so freely and fatally, foretold the calamities which it would bring upon this nation, in case we persisted on pushing it on at so vast an expense, and under so wild a management; and that if Holland should ever be induced, or obliged to become a joint-